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There are lots of exciting things 
happening this summer at 

St. Matthews UMC!  
We hope you make  
     plans now so 
connecting with your 
      church family can 
           be a part of your 

                     summer fun! 

Now, go ahead 
and turn the page. 

 MAY 23, 2025 



Welcome 
On Sunday, June 1, we will welcome River City back to 
the Browns Lane campus.  Their first worship service 
will be in Gordon Hall at 10:45am.  The entire church is 
invited to a potluck lunch at 12:00 p.m.  The church 

will provide burgers, hotdogs, and drinks and we are 
asking you to help provide sides, salads, 

and desserts.  Sign-up sheets are available in our worship 
services , or call the church office to sign up!  

So, beginning June 1 our worship schedule will be:  

8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:45 a.m. River City Worship Service 

1:30 p.m. Tabernaculo de Avivamiento (TDA). 

CHAIR YOGA/GENTLE YOGA  
New to yoga? This is the perfect place to start. 

Join our welcoming and supportive beginner yoga 
class designed for all body types. No experience 
needed—just a willingness to try something new! 

 Gentle, beginner-friendly poses 
 Guided breathing and relaxation 
 A calm, judgement-free environment 

WHEN:  Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. beginning June 10 
WHERE:  Room 109 

2 THE EVANGEL  |   May 23, 2025 



THE EVANGEL   |   May 23, 2025 3 

This July, we’re bringing everyone together for combined 
traditional services—and we couldn’t be more excited! For 
four special Sundays, we’ll gather as one church family in the 
sanctuary, giving you a chance to reconnect with familiar 
faces and worship alongside those you don’t usually see. 

Schedule for July 6, 13, 20, and 27: 

• Sunday School: 9:30 AM 

• Traditional Worship Service: 10:30 AM 

• Livestream: Available on the St. Matthews UMC 
Facebook page at 10:30 AM 

Please note: River City and TDA will continue to meet on 
their regular schedules. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to celebrate unity, faith, and 
community in a powerful way! 

This July, we’re bringing everyone together for combined 
traditional services—and we couldn’t be more excited! For 
four special Sundays, we’ll gather as one church family in the 
sanctuary, giving you a chance to reconnect with familiar 
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Schedule for July 6, 13, 20, and 27: 
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• Traditional Worship Service: 10:30 AM 

• Livestream: Available on the St. Matthews UMC 
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Our regular Wednesday Night Live! is taking a summer 
break since May 14, but don’t worry — we’ve got some 
special monthly editions lined up to keep the party going!  

Join us on June 18, July 23, and August 13 for some 
awesome vibes, great food (from 5-6:30pm, as always), 
and extra surprises happening both during and after 
dinner.  

We’ll be back to our usual weekly Wednesday Night Live! 

starting September 3. Mark your calendars and get ready 

for some summer fun! 
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This year for VBS we're going on the ultimate Alaskan 
adventure where northern lights glow over majestic 
mountains, racing rivers, and glistening glaciers.  As 
youngsters trek the tundra, they’ll explore how easy it 
is to lose sight of what’s true in our wild world 
today.  Pointing us toward Jesus, True North VBS will 
remind us that he is a faithful friend we can always 
trust. He’s our True North! More info and registration 
at: 

https://www.myvbs.org/SMUMC25 

https://www.myvbs.org/SMUMC25


You are invited to one of our Summer Visioning 
Workshops, where we will take time to pray about, 
discuss, and receive feedback on plans for our church for 
the next 2 years, 5 years, and 10 years!  We want you to be 
a part of discerning the next steps God has for St. 
Matthews United Methodist Church!  In order to include 
as many people as possible, we will offer the following 
meeting times and formats: 

• Monday, June 16, 6:30 p.m., Zoom only 

• Sunday, July 27, 12:00 p.m., Includes light lunch 

• Wednesday, August 13, 6:15 p.m. (after Summer 
Wednesday Night Live! meal), 

Please RSVP at asparks@stmumc.org to participate in 
one of these sessions.   
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It’s hard to believe summer is nearly here! It feels like just a few weeks ago we were kicking 
off the New Year, and now school is out and warm weather is here. It’s amazing to pause and 
celebrate how we have experienced God moving in the life and ministry of our church: 

• You generously supported community missions by participating in the St. MAM Souper 
Bowl of Caring and U of L Wesley Foundation dinners! 

• Sharing your time, talent, and treasure made possible a wonderful Holy Week and Easter, 
with over 500 people attending our Annual Easter Egg Hunt and a combined Easter 
worship attendance of 407!   

• We dedicated our 11th Habitat for Humanity House in memory of Harold Freeman! This 
house was built in partnership with St. Matthew’s Episcopal and St. Paul United 
Methodist churches.   

Thank you for your continued and generous support of our ministries! 

As the following Financial Snapshots show, we need to focus on some things to get back on 
track financially and continue this positive momentum. Winter weather at the beginning of 
the year impacted income during what is normally a strong month, overall tithes and offerings 



are under budget, and we have had to rely on investment transfers to stabilize cash flow. The 
staff and leadership of our church are fully committed to making this a season of growth 
instead of survival, engagement instead of maintenance. We are looking forward with 
renewed vision. However, we need your help! 

GIVING 
NEW GIVING: If you have never given before, consider making a one-time contribution or start 
giving regularly at any level. If 10 people started giving $20 per week, that would equal over 
$10,000 of new giving annually! 

RESUME GIVING: If you are behind on 2025, it’s not too late to catch up! Life happens and this may 
have gotten pushed to the back burner, but we encourage you to continue your faithful support. 

RECURRING GIVING: Consider setting up a recurring gift through your bank or our online 
giving portal, Shelby Giving. This is especially important since giving during the summer 
months is traditionally low. Help keep our church finances strong even when you are out of 
town or busy with summer activities. Contact our church administrator, Sandy Hottell, and she 
can guide you in setting this up. Or visit https://www.stmatthewsmethodist.com/giving.     

TARGETED GIVING:  If there are specific ministries you are passionate about, consider a gift to 
one of our designated funds to help that area of ministry thrive.  

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE:  Contact us for information about qualified charitable distributions, 
appreciated stock, and endowment giving. 

Summer Visioning Workshops 
We also want to invite you to one of our Summer Visioning Workshops, where we will take 
time to pray about, discuss, and receive feedback on long-term plans for our church! We want 
you to be a part of discerning the next steps God has for St. Matthews United Methodist 
Church!  Dates are: Monday, June 16, 6:30 p.m. (Zoom only); Sunday, July 27, after the 
combined traditional services; and Wednesday, August 13, during the final summer 
Wednesday Night Live! 

Thank you again for your faithful support of our ministries!  Without your prayers, presence, 
gifts, service, and witness, the week-to-week ministries of our church would not be possible. 
We are excited to see what God has in store as together we Seek the Kingdom of God, Share 
the Good News, and Serve our Neighbors!  

In Christ,  

 
 

Rev. Adam Sparks Sandy Hottell Marc Norton 

Senior Pastor Church Administrator Finance Committee Chair 
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Rev. Adam Sparks ............................................................................ Senior Pastor 
Rev. Renee Jennings ................................................................... Associate Pastor 
Rev. Maikel Rojas ........................................................................ Associate Pastor 
Kate Shafferman .......................................................... Care Coordinator Emerita 
Harrison Zoercher ......................... Director of Discipleship & Missions; Organist 
Shannon Seidt .................................................... Director of Children’s Ministries 
Aaron Weaver ........................................................... Director of Music Ministries 
Victor Moreno .................................................... Music Associate, TDA/River City 
Amber Jenkins ......................................... St. Matthews Campus Youth Minister 
Sandy Hottell................................................... Administrator/Financial Secretary 
Allyson McCormick .............................................................. Nursery Coordinator 
Frank Krause ...............................................................................................Sexton
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